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Dependent Prepositions 
Prepositions following nouns, verbs, and adjectives. 
Choose the most appropriate answer: (A), (B), (C), or (D), to complete each sentence. 
 

1.  This company has been heavily involved  

---------- charitable work since 2012. 

(A) at  

(B) in 

(C) over 

(D) on 
 

2.  Sebastian is someone who I have always felt 

able to rely ---------- in times of trouble. 

(A) at  

(B) by 

(C) in 

(D) on 
 

3.  We are very proud ---------- the fact that our 

design team has won an award for innovation. 

(A) at 

(B) by 

(C) of 

(D) about 
 

4.  The mayor was blamed ---------- the poor 

enforcement of security regulations. 

(A) with  

(B) to 

(C) on 

(D) for 
 

5.  Replacing the outdated machinery has 

resulted ---------- a loss for the last quarter. 

(A) in  

(B) for 

(C) at 

(D) with 

6.  Recent reports in the media suggest we need 

to prepare ---------- a hostile takeover bid. 

(A) in  

(B) over 

(C) for 

(D) by 
 

7.  The developers feel very optimistic ---------- 

the chances of having their plans accepted. 

(A) about  

(B) in 

(C) for 

(D) to 
 

8.  At this point, there is no known cure ---------- 

the disease, but we can raise awareness. 

(A) to  

(B) about 

(C) for 

(D) with 
 

9.  Most workers agreed ---------- the decision to 

phase out the pension plan. 

(A) with  

(B) at 

(C) to 

(D) on 
 

10.  Thanks to the recent marketing campaign, we 

have seen a big improvement ---------- sales. 

(A) at  

(B) in  

(C) to 

(D) over 
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Answers 

1. B, 2. D, 3. C, 4. D, 5. A, 6. C, 7. A, 8. C, 9. A, 10. B 

 

Expansion activity 

Write an example sentence for each of these phrases. 

regardless of  __________________________________________________________________ 

specialize in  __________________________________________________________________ 

shocked by  __________________________________________________________________ 

learn from  __________________________________________________________________ 

aware of  __________________________________________________________________ 

participate in  __________________________________________________________________ 

in connection with  __________________________________________________________________ 

certain of  __________________________________________________________________ 

change in  __________________________________________________________________ 

typical of  __________________________________________________________________ 

problem with   __________________________________________________________________ 

truth about  __________________________________________________________________ 

retire from  __________________________________________________________________ 

concerned about __________________________________________________________________ 

amazed at  __________________________________________________________________ 

concentrate on __________________________________________________________________ 

engage in  __________________________________________________________________ 

withdraw from __________________________________________________________________ 

 


